Resympathectomy for sympathetic regeneration.
Explanations for recurrent sympathetic activity after an apparently successful sympathectomy are varied and often tenuous. Among the theories given for recurrent sympathetic activity are the development of alternate neuroanatomic pathways, the possibility of an incomplete operation (failure to appreciate an alternative anatomic pathway at the time of surgery, i.e., nerve of Kuntz), and sympathetic regeneration. The latter, although long suspected, has never been conclusively demonstrated in humans. In this report, a case of recurrent sympathetic activity with conclusive evidence of sympathetic regeneration is described.